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Marching Towards WUPJ’s Next Century: A Strategic Vision

The World Union for Progressive Judaism is celebrating a great milestone. 
Our movement is 100 years old, but in many ways, we are still a young 
organization. The reason for this is that there have been many WUPJs 
over the last century. There was the WUPJ that gave Jews an intellectual 
and cultural home during the tumultuous interwar years in Europe. 
There was the WUPJ that helped Reform Judaism flourish in North 
America while rebuilding from the ashes of the Shoa. There was the 
WUPJ that was among the first organizations in the progressive Jewish 
world to not only stand up to support the new State of Israel, but to also 
demand that Israel be a home for all Jews of any denomination.  There was 
the WUPJ that marched into the Soviet Union with the message that Jews and 
Judaism would not only survive here, but also thrive. 

These, amongst many other WUPJs, all had several things in common. They were grounded in the 
values that have defined liberal Jews since the enlightenment, and they continued to find solutions for 
living fully in the larger world while still holding close our Jewishness. WUPJ has never been afraid 
to face hard questions about our future as a people. We can do this, because we have a vision for 
progressive Judaism that both deals with the challenges of Jewish continuity in the face of modernity 
and with Judaism’s relevance in the lives of our individual members. It is that vision for the next 100 
years that I want us to focus on as we celebrate the last 100 years. 

WUPJ’s strategic vision for its next century will start by looking to the years between 2021-2026. For 
many years I have been inspired by Franz Rosensweig’s work of modern Jewish philosophy: The Star 
of Redemption.

In this important work of Jewish thought, we see the Star of David as a geometrical system that can 
represent and connect us to the different aspects needed to find meaning and purpose not only for our 
organization, but for us as Jews.

As we know, the Star of David is formed by two intertwining triangles.
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The first triangle encloses the space for Tikkun, a verb, an act of repairing: God (Tikun Atzmi), Humankind 
(Tikun Am), and World (Tikun Olam).

1) Tikun Atzmi (God): Here we look to repair the divine spark within ourselves through a spiritual 
experience of living in communities of practice that support renewal. To change the world, we must 
first change ourselves. However, we do not change alone; our individual spiritual quest must be part 
of a process of building networks of belonging, and communities with shared values that span great 
distances.

ָך ְֽרָּת ִּבי ִנְׁשָמִתי ְּבֶחְמָלה, ַרָּבה ֱאמּוָנֶתֽ ֶלְך ַחי ְוַקָּים ֶׁשֶהֱחַזֽ יָך ֶמֽ מֹוֶדה ֲאִני ְלָפֶנֽ

ְּבִקְרִּבי ָרּה  ְוַאָּתה ְמַׁשְּמ֒ ִּבי  ְנַפְחָּתּה  ְיַצְרָּתּה ַאָּתה  ִּבי ְטהֹוָרה ִהיא ַאָּתה ְבָראָתּה ַאָּתה  ָּת  ֶׁשָּנַתֽ ְנָׁשָמה   ֱאֹלַהי 
יָך ְיהָֹוה ֱאֹלַהי ָׁשָמה ְבִקְרִּבי מֹוֶדה ֲאִני ְלָפֶנֽ ִּני ּוְלַהֲחִזיָרּה ִּבי ֶלָעִתיד ָלבֹא, ָּכל ְזַמן ֶׁשַהְּנ֒ ָלּה ִמֶּמֽ  ְוַאָּתה ָעִתיד ִלְּט֒

ָׁשמֹות: ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ַהַּמֲחִזיר ְנָׁשמֹות ִלְפָגִרים ֵמִתים ֵואֹלֵהי ֲאבֹוַתי ִרּבֹון ָּכל ַהַּמֲעִׂשים ֲאדֹון ָּכל ַהְּנ֒

2) Tikun Am (Peoplehood): We look at ways to repair our own social fabric as a Jewish people. We are 
the heirs and beneficiaries of a particular civilization with its own culture, language, history, and a 
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collective memory. This connection to our past and shared peoplehood serves to connect us through 
time and space amongst the diversity of our global Jewish experiences.

ֶרץ: ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ְמַקֵּבץ ִנְדֵחיְּ ַחד ֵמַאְרַּבע ַּכְנפֹות ָהָאֽ נּו ַיֽ ֵצֽ ינּו ְוַקְּב֒ נּו ְוָׂשא ֵנס ְלַקֵּבץ ָּגֻלּיֹוֵתֽ  ְּתַקע ְּבׁשֹוָפר ָּגדֹול ְלֵחרּוֵתֽ
ַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרֵאל

ֶסד ְּבֶחֽ ָך  ְלַבְּד֒ ְיהָֹוה  ַאָּתה  ינּו  ָעֵלֽ ּוְמלֹוְך  ַוֲאָנָחה  ָיגֹון  ּנּו  ִמֶּמֽ ְוָהֵסר  ִחָּלה  ְּכַבְּת֒ ינּו  ְויֹוֲעֵצֽ ְּכָבִראׁשֹוָנה  ינּו  ֵטֽ ׁשֹוְפ֒ יָבה   ָהִׁשֽ
נּו ַּבִמְׁשָּפט ֵקֽ ּוְבַרֲחִמים ְוַצְּד֒

ָדִוד ְוִכֵּסא  עֹוָלם  ִּבְנַין  ינּו  ְּבָיֵמֽ ְּבָקרֹוב  אֹוָתּה  ּוְבֵנה  ְרָּת  ִּדַּבֽ ַּכֲאֶׁשר  ְּבתֹוָכּה  ְוִתְׁשּכֹון  ָּתׁשּוב  ְּבַרֲחִמים  ָך  ִעיְר֒ ִים   ְוִלירּוָׁשַלֽ
ִים ְמֵהָרה ְלתֹוָכּה ָּתִכין: ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ּבֹוֵנה ְירּוָׁשָלֽ

ַּכְנפֹות ֵמַאְרַּבע  ינּו  ִנָּדֵחֽ ִויַקֵּבץ  ְוֶנָחמֹות  ְיׁשּועֹות  טֹובֹות  ְּבׂשֹורֹות  ְוִנְתַּבֵּׂשר  ֶׁשִּנְׁשַמע  ִים  ֶׁשַּבָּׁשַמֽ ינּו  ָאִבֽ ִמִּלְפֵני  ָרצֹון   ְיִהי 
ֶרץ ְונֹאַמר ָאֵמן ָהָאֽ

ִדים ֵּבין ַּבָּים ּוֵבין ַּבַּיָּבָׁשה ַהָּמקֹום ְיַרֵחם ֲעֵליֶהם ְויֹוִציֵאם ִמָּצָרה תּוִנים ַּבָּצָרה ּוַבִּׁשְבָיה ָהעֹוְמ֒ ינוּ ָּכל ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל ַהְּנ֒  ַאֵחֽ
ֻאָּלה ַהְׁשָּתא ַּבֲעָגָלא ּוִבְזַמן ָקִריב ְונֹאַמר ָאֵמן ָוָחה ּוֵמֲאֵפָלה ְלאֹוָרה ּוִמִּׁשְעּבּוד ִלְג֒ ִלְר֒

3) Tikun Olam (The Larger World): Our Jewish peoplehood is only the starting point, and those values 
serve to guide us as we find our place in the larger human family. The same values and commitments 
must be used to repair and strengthen our relationship and connection to all of humanity, and to the 
planet itself. Jewish values must be translated into actions that impact our world.

ְלַתֵּקן עֹוָלם ְּבַמְלכּות ַׁשַּדי

ֵמי ַעד ִּתְמלֹוְך ְּבָכבֹוד, ַּכָּכתּוב ָך ִהיא ּוְלֽעֹוְל֒ ָך, ְוִתְמֹלְך ֲעֵליֶהם ְמֵהָרה ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד, ִּכי ַהַּמְלכּות ֶׁשְּל֒ לּו ֻכָּלם ֶאת ֹעל ַמְלכּוֶתֽ  ִויַקְּב֒
ֶרץ ַּבּיֹום ַההּוא ִיְהֶיה ְיהָֹוה ֶאָחד ּוְׁשמֹו ֶאָחד ֶלְך ַעל ָּכל ָהָאֽ ָך ְיהָֹוה ִיְמֹלְך ְלֹעָלם ָוֶעד: ְוֶנֱאַמר ְוָהָיה ְיהָֹוה ְלֶמֽ ְּבתֹוָרֶתֽ

ם ה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכֽ י ְיהָו֥ י ָק֔דֹוׁש ֲאִנ֖ ים ִּתְה֑יּו ִּכ֣ ם ְקֹדִׁש֣ ל ְוָאַמְרָּת֥ ֲאֵלֶה֖ ת ְּבֵני־ִיְׂשָרֵא֛ ר ֶאל־ָּכל־ֲעַד֧ ַּדֵּב֞

ם ה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכֽ י ְיהָו֥ רּו ֲאִנ֖ י ִּתְׁשֹמ֑ אּו ְוֶאת־ַׁשְּבֹתַת֖ יׁש ִאּ֤מֹו ְוָאִבי֙ו ִּתיָר֔ ִא֣

ט א ְתַלֵּקֽ ֹ֥ יְרָ֖ך ל ֶקט ְקִצֽ ר ְוֶל֥ ת ָׂשְדָ֖ך ִלְקֹצ֑ ה ְּפַא֥ א ְתַכֶּל֛ ֹ֧ ם ל יר ַאְרְצֶכ֔ ּֽוְבֻקְצְרֶכ֙ם ֶאת־ְקִצ֣
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ם ה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכֽ י ְיהָו֥ ם ֲאִנ֖ ב ֹאָת֔ י ְוַלֵּג֙ר ַּתֲעֹז֣ ָעִנ֤ ט ֶלֽ א ְתַלֵּק֑ ֹ֣ ֶרט ַּכְרְמָ֖ך ל ל ּוֶפ֥ א ְתעֹוֵל֔ ֹ֣ ְוַכְרְמָ֙ך ל

יׁש ַּבֲעִמיֽתֹו א־ְתַׁשְּק֖רּו ִא֥ ֹֽ בּו ְולֹא־ְתַכֲחׁ֥שּו ְול א ִּתְגֹנ֑ ֹ֖ ל

ה י ְיהָוֽ יָך ֲאִנ֥ ם ֱאֹלֶה֖ ֶקר ְוִחַּלְלָּת֛ ֶאת־ֵׁש֥ י ַלָּׁש֑ א־ִתָּׁשְב֥עּו ִבְׁשִמ֖ ֹֽ ְול
 

ֶקר יר ִאְּתָ֖ך ַעד־ֹּבֽ ת ָׂשִכ֛ ין ְּפֻעַּל֥ א־ָתִל֞ ֹֽ ל ל א ִתְגֹז֑ ֹ֣ ֲעָ֖ך ְול ק ֶאת־ֵרֽ א־ַתֲעֹׁש֥ ֹֽ ל
 

ה י ְיהָוֽ יָך ֲאִנ֥ אָת ֵּמֱאֹלֶה֖ ל ְוָיֵר֥ ן ִמְכֹׁש֑ א ִתֵּת֖ ֹ֥ ר ל ׁש ְוִלְפֵנ֣י ִעֵּו֔ ל ֵחֵר֔ לֹא־ְתַקֵּל֣
 

ָך ט ֲעִמיֶתֽ ֶדק ִּתְׁשֹּפ֥ ר ְּפֵנ֣י ָג֑דֹול ְּבֶצ֖ א ֶתְהַּד֖ ֹ֥ ל ְול א ְפֵני־ָד֔ ט לֹא־ִתָּׂש֣ ֶול֙ ַּבִּמְׁשָּפ֔ לֹא־ַתֲעׂ֥שּו ָע֙
 

ה י ְיהָוֽ ָך ֲאִנ֖ ם ֵרֶע֑ ד ַעל־ַּד֣ א ַתֲעֹמ֖ ֹ֥ יָך ל ְך ָרִכיל֙ ְּבַעֶּמ֔ לֹא־ֵתֵל֤

ְטא יו ֵחֽ א ָעָל֖ ָך ְולֹא־ִתָּׂש֥ יַח֙ ֶאת־ֲעִמיֶת֔ ַח ּתֹוִכ֙ ָך הֹוֵכ֤ יָך ִּבְלָבֶב֑ א־ִתְׂשָנ֥א ֶאת־ָאִח֖ ֹֽ ל
 

ה י ְיהָוֽ ַהְבָּת֥ ְלֵרֲעָ֖ך ָּכ֑מֹוָך ֲאִנ֖ ָך ְוָאֽ א־ִתֹּט֙ר ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣י ַעֶּמ֔ ֹֽ ם ְול א־ִתֹּק֤ ֹֽ ל
 

נּו א ְתעֹוֵנֽ ֹ֥ א ְתַנֲחׁ֖שּו ְול ֹ֥ ם ל א תֹאְכ֖לּו ַעל־ַהָּד֑ ֹ֥ ל
 

ָֽך ת ְזָקֶנֽ ת ְּפַא֥ ית ֵא֖ א ַתְׁשִח֔ ֹ֣ ם ְול ת רֹאְׁשֶכ֑ פּו ְּפַא֖ א ַתִּק֔ ֹ֣ ל

ה י ְיהָוֽ יָך ֲאִנ֥ אָת ֵּמֱאֹלֶה֖ ן ְוָיֵר֥ ִמְּפֵנ֤י ֵׂשיָב֙ה ָּת֔קּום ְוָהַדְרָּת֖ ְּפֵנ֣י ָזֵק֑
 

א תֹו֖נּו ֹאֽתֹו ֹ֥ ם ל ר ְּבַאְרְצֶכ֑ י־ָי֧גּור ִאְּתָ֛ך ֵּג֖ ְוִכֽ
 

ם ה ֱאֹלֵהיֶכֽ י ְיהָו֥ ִים ֲאִנ֖ ֶרץ ִמְצָר֑ ם ְּבֶא֣ ים ֱהִייֶת֖ י־ֵגִר֥ ם ְוָאַהְבָּת֥ לֹ֙ו ָּכ֔מֹוָך ִּכֽ ר ִאְּתֶכ֗ ר ׀ ַהָּג֣ ם ַהֵּג֣ ה ָלֶכ֜ ח ִמֶּכ֩ם ִיְהֶי֨ ְּכֶאְזָר֣

ה ל ּוַבְּמׂשּוָרֽ ה ַּבִּמְׁשָק֖ ט ַּבִּמָּד֕ ֶול ַּבִּמְׁשָּפ֑ לֹא־ַתֲעׂ֥שּו ָע֖
 

ִים ֶרץ ִמְצָרֽ ם ֵמֶא֥ אִתי ֶאְתֶכ֖ ם ֲאֶׁשר־הֹוֵצ֥ ה ֱאֹֽלֵהיֶכ֔ ם ֲאִנ֙י ְיהָו֣ ֶדק ִיְהֶי֣ה ָלֶכ֑ ין ֶצ֖ ֶדק ְוִה֥ יַפת ֶצ֛ ֶדק ֵא֥ ֶדק ַאְבֵני־ֶצ֗ אְזֵני ֶצ֣ ֹ֧ מ
 

ה י ְיהָוֽ ם ֲאִנ֖ ם ֹאָת֑ י ַוֲעִׂשיֶת֖ ם ֶאת־ָּכל־ֻחֹּקַת֙י ְוֶאת־ָּכל־ִמְׁשָּפַט֔ ּוְׁשַמְרֶּת֤

The second triangle surrounds the space of learning (Limud). Learning is an active process, co-
constructed, constantly evolving. Creation (Limud Kium Mitzvot), revelation (Limud Talmud Torah) and 



 

-- 5 --

redemption (Limud Darchei Geula).

1) Limud Kium Mitzvot (creation): We seek a Judaism that celebrates mitzvot through the act of creating 
our diverse responses to ongoing challenges. We seek a Judaism composed of shared practices which 
are not reduced to simply dogma or the sole domain of one religious denomination. We need a Judaism 
that is the result of our collective creativity and shared desire to find meaning in our traditions.

ים ֥֥ית ֲעָבִד֑ ִים ִמֵּב֣ ֶרץ ִמְצַר֖ יָך ֵמֶא֥ ר הֹוֵצאִת֛ יָך ֲאֶׁש֧ ה ֱאֹלֶה֑֔ ֙י ְיהָו֣ ֹנִכ֖ ָאֽ

ֽ֣ ַי ים ַעל־ָּפָנֽ֗ ים ֲאֵחִר֖֜  א ִיְהֶיֽה־ְלָ֛ך֩ ֱאֹלִה֥֨

ַַ֥֜חת ֶרץ ִמָּת֑ ֩ר ָּבָא֖֨ ֲאֶׁש֥ ַ ַעל וֽ ֔ ִי֙ם ׀ ִמַּמ֡ ֙ ר ַּבָּׁשַמ֣ ֔ה ֲאֶׁש֤ ֶסל֙ ׀ ְוָכל־ְּתמּוָנ֡ ה־ְלָ֥ך֣ ֶפ֣֙ ֲעֶׂש֨ א ֽתַ ֽ ֹ֣  ל

ְוא יָך ַלָּׁש֑ ה ֱאֹלֶה֖ ם־ְיהָו֥ א ֶאת־ֵׁשֽ א ִתָּׂש֛ ֹ֥  ל

ֹו ת ְלַקְּדֽׁש֗ ֹום ַהַּׁשָּב֖֜  ָז֛כֹו֩ר ֶאת־֥י֨

ְך ן ָלֽ יָך ֹנֵת֥ ה ֱאֹלֶה֖ ה ֲאֶׁשר־ְיהָו֥ ל ָהֲאָדָמ֔ יָך ַע֚ ַע֙ן ַיֲאִר֣כּון ָיֶמ֔ ָך ְלַמ֙ יָך ְוֶאת־ִאֶּמ֑ ד ֶאת־ָאִב֖ ַּכֵּב֥

ֶקר ד ָׁשֽ א־ַתֲעֶנ֥ה ְבֵרֲעָ֖ך ֵע֥ ֹֽ ב׃  ל ְגנֹֽ֔ א ּֿתִ ֖ ֹ֣ ֽ֥ף׃  ל ְנָא֑ א ּֿתִ ֖ ֹ֣ ֽ֥ח׃  ל ְרָצ֖ א ּֿתִ ֖ ֹ֥ ל

ָך ר ְלֵרֶעֽ ל ֲאֶׁש֥ ָך ְוַעְבּ֤דֹו ַוֲאָמתֹ֙ו ְוׁשֹו֣רֹו ַוֲחֹמ֔רֹו ְוֹכ֖ ֶׁשת ֵרֶע֗ ד ֵא֣ א־ַתְחֹמ֞ ֹֽ ָך ל ית ֵרֶע֑ ד ֵּב֣ א ַתְחֹמ֖ ֹ֥ ל
 

2) Limud Talmud Torah (revelation): We see revelation as an on-going process between us and the 
divine. This is a process that requires study, reflection, dialogue, and critical thinking. Our evolving 
interpretations not only welcome pluralism, diversity, and creative dialogue, but demand it. This has 
always been the process through which Jews studied the Torah. 

נּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ַלֲעֹסק ְּבִדְבֵרי תֹוָרה ָׁשֽ ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּד֒ ינּו ֶמֽ ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ

אֹוֵכל ֶׁשָאָדם  ְדָבִרים  ּלּו  ֵאֽ ּתֹוָרה:  ְוַתְלמּוד  ֲחָסִדים  ּוְגִמילּות  ָאיֹון  ְוָהְר֒ ְוַהִּבּכּוִרים  ַהֵּפָאה  ִׁשעּור  ָלֶהם  ֶׁשֵאין  ְדָבִרים  ּלּו   ֵאֽ
ּלּו ֵהן ִּכּבּוד ָאב ָוֵאם ּוְגִמילּות ֲחָסִדים ְוַהְׁשָּכַמת ֵּבית ַהִּמְדָרׁש ַׁשֲחִרית ֶמת ָלעֹוָלם ַהָּבא, ְוֵאֽ ֶרן ַקֶּיֽ  ֵּפרֹוֵתיֶהם ָּבעֹוָלם ַהֶּזה ְוַהֶּקֽ
ִחים ּוִבּקּור חֹוִלים ְוַהְכָנַסת ַּכָּלה ּוְלָוַית ַהֵּמת ְוִעּיּון ְּתִפָּלה ַוֲהָבַאת ָׁשלֹום ֵּבין ָאָדם ַלֲחֵברֹו וֵבין ִאיׁש  ְוַעְרִבית ְוַהְכָנַסת אֹוְר֒

ֶֽגד ֻּכָּלם ְלִאְׁשּתֹו ְוַתְלמּוד ּתֹוָרה ְּכֶנֽ
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ינּו ְוֶצֱאָצֵאי ַעְּמָך ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְחנּו ְוֶצֱאָצֵאֽ ינּו ּוְבִפי ַעְּמָך ֵּבית ִיְׂשָרֵאל. ְוִנְהֶיה ֲאַנֽ ינּו ֶאת־ִּדְבֵרי תֹוָרְתָך ְּבִפֽ  ְוַהֲעֶרב ָנא ְיהָֹוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ
ָך ִלְׁשָמּה. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ַהְמַלֵּמד ּתֹוָרה ְלַעּמֹו ִיְׂשָרֵאל ָך ְולֹוְמֵדי תֹוָרֶתֽ נּו יֹוְדֵעי ְׁשֶמֽ ֻּכָּלֽ

 
נּו: ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה נֹוֵתן ַהּתֹוָרה נּו ּתֹוַרת ֱאֶמת ְוַחֵּיי עֹוָלם ָנַטע ְּבתֹוֵכֽ ַתן ָלֽ ֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֲאֶׁשר ָנֽ ינּו ֶמֽ ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ֱאֹלֵהֽ

יָה ָׁשלֹום ַעם ְוָכל ְנִתיבֹוֶתֽ יָה ַּדְרֵכי ֽנֹ יָה ְמֻאָּׁשר: ְּדָרֶכֽ ֶכֽ ֵעץ ַחִּיים ִהיא ַלַּמֲחִזיִקים ָּבּה ְותֹוְמ֒

ָך ָבֶבֽ ָך ַהּיֹום ַע֯ל־֯לְ ֹנִכי ְמַצְּו֒ ֶּלה ֲאֶׁש֯ר ֯אָ ָבִרים ָהֵאֽ ָך: ְוָהיּו ַהְּד֒ ָך ּוְבָכל־ְמֹאֶדֽ ָך ּוְבָכל־ַנְפְׁש֒ ָבְב֒ יָך ְּבָכ֯ל־֯לְ ְוָאַהְבּתָ ֵאת ְיהָֹוה ֱאֹלֶהֽ
ֵּבין  ְלֹטָטֹפת  ְוָהיּו  ָך  ֶדֽ ַע֯ל־֯יָ ְלאֹות  ּוְקַׁשְרָּתם  ָך:  ּוְבקּוֶמֽ ָך  ּוְבָׁשְכְּב֒ ֶרְך  ַבֶּדֽ ָך  ּוְבֶלְכְּת֒ ָך  ְּבֵביֶתֽ ָך  ְּבִׁשְבְּת֒ ָּבם  ְוִדַּבְרָּת  יָך  ְלָבֶנֽ  ְוִׁשַּנְנָּתם 

יָך ָך ּוִבְׁשָעֶרֽ יָך: ּוְכַתְבָּתם ַעל־ְמֻזזֹות ֵּביֶתֽ ֵעיֶנֽ

3) Limud Darchei Geulah (redemption): We need a vision of redemption that includes our struggle 
against anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism at all times and in all places. This redemption involves 
working towards a vision of a Jewish State that is democratic and respects and protects the 
rights of all minorities. These are the same rights that were denied to us for so many centuries. 
We affirm a reform Zionism that promotes the development of an Israeli society based on these 
values.

ָך מֹוָׁשֶבֽ עֹוָלם  ְּברּום  ָודֹור:  ְּבָכל־ּדֹור  ַאֲחֵריֶהם  ִלְבֵניֶהם  יַע  ּומֹוִׁשֽ ָמֵגן  ֵמעֹוָלם  הּוא  ַאָּתה  ינוּ  ֲאבֹוֵתֽ  ֶעְזַרת 
ָך ָיִׂשים ַעל־ִלּבֹו ָך ּוְדָבְר֒ יָך ְותֹוָרְת֒ ֶרץ: ַאְׁשֵרי ִאיׁש ֶׁשִּיְׁשַמע ְלִמְצֹוֶתֽ ָך ַעד־ַאְפֵסי־ָאֽ יָך ְוִצְדָקְת֒ :ּוִמְׁשָּפֶטֽ

נּו ְיהָֹוה ְצָבאֹות ְׁשמֹו ְקדֹוׁש ִיְׂשָרֵאל: ָך ְיהּוָדה ְוִיְׂשָרֵאל, ֹּגֲאֵלֽ  צּור ִיְׂשָרֵאל ֽקּוָמה ְּבֶעְזַרת ִיְׂשָרֵאל ּוְפֵדה ִכְנֻאֶמֽ
:ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ָּגַאל ִיְׂשָרֵאל

ָּתה: ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ּגֹוֵאל ִיְׂשָרֵאל ָך ִּכי ּגֹוֵאל ָחָזק ָאֽ ַען ְׁשֶמֽ נּו ְמֵהָרה ְלַמֽ נּו ּוְגָאֵלֽ נּו ְוִריָבה ִריֵבֽ ְרֵאה ְבָעְנֵיֽ

ינּו ָּכל ַהּיֹום: ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ָך ִקִּוֽ ָך ִּכי ִליׁשּוָעְת֒ יַח ְוַקְרנֹו ָּתרּום ִּביׁשּוָעֶתֽ ָך ְמֵהָרה ַתְצִמֽ ַמח ָּדִוד ַעְבְּד֒  ֶאת־ֶצֽ
ֶרן ְיׁשּוָעה יַח ֶקֽ ַמְצִמֽ

ָך ְלִצּיֹון ְּבַרֲחִמים: ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ְיהָֹוה ַהַּמֲחִזיר ְׁשִכיָנתֹו ְלִצּיֹון ינּו ְּבׁשּוְב֒ יָנה ֵעיֵנֽ ְוֶתֱחֶזֽ

נּו ְּכֶאָחד ְּבאֹור ֻּכָּלֽ ינּו  ָאִבֽ נּו  ֵכֽ ָּבְר֒ ָך.  ַעֶּמֽ ְוַעל ָּכל־ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ינּו  ָעֵלֽ ְוַרֲחִמים  ֶסד  ָוֶחֽ  ִׂשים ָׁשלֹום טֹוָבה ּוְבָרָכה ֵחן 
ְוַחִּיים ְוַרֲחִמים  ּוְבָרָכה  ּוְצָדָקה  ֶסד  ֶחֽ ְוַאֲהַבת  ַחִּיים  ּתֹוַרת  ינּו  ֱאֹלֵהֽ ְיהָֹוה  נּו  ָּלֽ ָּת  ָנַתֽ יָך  ָּפֶנֽ ְבאֹור  ִּכי  יָך.   ָּפֶנֽ

ָך ָך ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְּבָכל־ֵעת ּוְבָכל־ָׁשָעה ִּבְׁשלֹוֶמֽ יָך ְלָבֵרְך ֶאת ַעְּמ֒ ְוָׁשלֹום. ְוטֹוב ְּבֵעיֶנֽ
יָך ְיהָֹוה צּוִרי ְוגֹוֲאִלי ִיְהיּו ְלָרצֹון ִאְמֵרי ִפי ְוֶהְגיֹון ִלִּבי ְלָפֶנֽ
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In this model of a renewed Star of David, at the center of the two intersecting triangles is Israel. 
Israel is the symbol of Jewish redemption, but its full potential to be a “light for the nations” is 
still unrealized.

We acknowledge the centrality of Medinat Israel for our Reform movement. WUPJ affirms its 
conviction that to be a progressive Reform Jew is to be a Zionist. We will not allow those who want 
to conflate Zionism with their anti-democratic agenda to define what it means to be a Zionist. We 
will challenge and revisit Zionism through that lens. From Hertzl's dream to the present day, as 
reformers, we know that we must keep a vision of what our national redemption can mean to us 
and to the rest of the world.

In summary, the two intertwined triangles, with Israel at the center, articulate the six vertices 
in the Star of David that forms the core of my vision for the next five years. This Star of David, 
inspired by Rosensweig’s star of redemption, symbolizes the ideological and programmatic 
guidelines of a Reform/Progressive Judaism that seeks to regain its central role in our lives.

Reform means to re-form, or to give a new shape, and it is a process of constant evolution. We 
define ourselves through a verb, or motion, and not as a finished product. For me, Judaism is 
notdogma, and we must not be afraid to face our own reform. We will not lose the roots that 
make us connected to the Jewish tradition. We know who we are and our strongly rooted identity 
should allow us to open ourselves up to dialogue and exchange. We will learn together how to 
deepen the spiritual challenges of a Judaism faithful to tradition and relevant to today’s context.

The implementation of a vision

Different historical periods have their own metaphors to implement high impact innovations. 
Today, we are all familiar with the concept of incubators. Originally conceived in the fields of 
biology and medicine to provide optimal conditions for breeding and growth processes, now a 
days there is a wide range of incubators that focus on a diversity of areas from social ventures 
to high tech startups. Incubators provide access to resources and social networks, seed funding, 
mentoring and training in a collaborative environment. We will be launching an incubator for 
projects that seek high social impact in the Jewish world. We will learn from the myriad of 
already existing incubators and accelerators and craft our own. The Star of David will provide 
a framework for launching programs that have Israel, as defined above, at the center of the 
intersecting triangles and that share our common vision and goals.
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The following are some examples of concrete initiatives that could be housed in our new WUPJ 
incubator. Some of those projects are likely to be developed and accelerated in the incubator, 
others might not be fully realized, but what is important is that we create a mechanism for 
sinsere exploration of new ideas and new ways of allowing our members to approach Judaism, 
Israel, and their thirst to see our improve.

1. A new Zionism: Israeli by choice

We propose that all Jews have the right to be granted Israeli citizenship by choice, following the 
criteria established by the Law of Return. If Spain, Portugal, Italy and Poland give citizenship to 
families who have proved their heritage was linked to theirs in the past, why doesn’t the State of 
Israel do this for all Jews who want to prove that they are part of Israel’s future. This is different 
from Aliyah or immigrating to Israel. The key difference here is “by choice”, without the obligation 
to immigrate to Israel, but without the privilege of voting unless we choose to live there. 

What does a global Jewish citizenship by choice means? It means saying that we are one Jewish 
people. It is not just a slogan for Israeli politicians visiting our communities hoping to get our 
support, while at the same time brushing off our ideas for what the Jewish State should look like. 
Our progressive voice is absent in Israel, but Israel is the custodian of our shared heritage. This 
goes beyond the Kotel. If the State of Israel gets to pass laws that define who is a Jew, we must 
have seat at the table as they make policies and define aspects of Jewish life that affect us all. 

We will explore, challenge, and develop this notion of “Israeli by choice “by working with a broad 
coalition inside and outside the Reform movement, the national Zionist institutions, as well as 
with Israeli society and political leaders. Just as the pioneers in the early pre-State days dried 
swamps and defended the young state, it will be the next challenge to transform fundamentalism 
and fanaticisms that threatens Israeli society. We will make our values strong, because they 
already resonate with a majority of Israelis, and our voices will be as loud as the young voices of 
hate running through the streets of Jerusalem and so many other Israeli towns. We have seen 
in recent days and weeks the result of allowing extremism on both sides to flourish. Our values 
call for tolerance and co-existence, and nothing will push back this tide until the Government of 
Israel gives our voice the weight it deserves.

2. Hebrew 2030

We understand Hebrew as much more than a language. It is a part of our identity. WUPJ is going 
to commit itself to making Hebrew the lingua franca of our movement, as it should be. We are 
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going to use our education platform to promote the study and use of Hebrew no matter if you are 
young or just young at heart. We want to create innovative ways to bring the language into the 
lives of Jews regardless of where they live, and I am committed to having Hebrew be the primary 
working language for WUPJ by 2030. To put it simply…if Hebrew is a foreign language, Israel will 
always feel like a foreign country.

3. Values Education: Musar & Midot Tovot. Values and virtues 

Education is one of our defining values as a people, and it remains our primary tool for 
transformation. These are the values that will sustain our reform Jewish life. We affirm, deepen, 
and expand our traditional educational activities. We will keep our seminars, training programs, 
non-formal education in youth movements (Netzer) and young adult initiatives (Tamar) but we 
will also expand to have a permanent education department that integrates virtual and real-world 
activities for all ages in all our regions. It is not enough for the progressive reform movement to 
have a youth department or a youth movement, but it must be a young organization in its spirit 
and ideals. Young people must bring to the organization the dynamism of change, the critical 
reflective thinking of positive and creative rebelliousness that will push forward our actions in a 
way that is true to our convictions and our values. We must reach the thousands of Jews who are 
yet unaffiliated, but who would feel at home in the reform movement. They will not find us unless 
we go out and actively try to bring them into our progressive Jewish family. The educational 
programs will be developed in strategic alliances with other academic organizations and related 
NGOs within and outside the reform / progressive movement. The programs for educators, and 
volunteer and professional leaders will be oriented in this axis.

4. The Jewish Effective Giving Initiative

This new World Union initiative is intended to encourage Reform rabbis to save lives, by informing 
their congregations about effective giving to the world’s most efficient, life-saving charities 
working in the developing world. The project is meant to be a bridge between the Reform movement 
and the emerging, global Effective Altruism movement, which already saves thousands of lives 
every year. Promoting this idea is going to be a major initiative that will help congregations 
and the Reform movement inspire young Jewish activists and engage with some amazing new 
people, fantastic secular Jewish leaders who are leading some of the most impressive efforts to 
bring about Tikkun Olam of the kind our movement and our faith has always aspired to bring into 
the lives of our members.
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I am convinced that an existential philosophy that promotes a reform / progressive Judaism as 
a praxis of being and of building communities of meaning, in conjunction with an incubator of 
initiatives with high social impact in our Jewish and universal practices, will renew and reform 
our capacity to confront the enormous challenges ahead of us.

This is our program, to be global (World) in vision and local in action in each region, to be 
united (Union) with shared values in our strength of being originally diverse with our particular 
identities.

We promote a progressive vision in creativity, disruption, originality and innovation (Progressive) 
for a wide cultural, national and spiritual identity (Judaism) in its different praxis that allow us 
to do our part to make the world a better place where the WUPJ does its contribution by leaving 
our mark for the next century.

Rabbi Sergio Bergman
Jerusalem, Erev Shavuot 5781


