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DEAR FRIENDS,

We are proud to present highlights of our work worldwide in this
2017 report of all we have achieved together over the past year.

The events and experiences of CONNECTIONS 2017, our
international biennial conference in Jerusalem this past May,
captured the very heart of our global mission. Over the course of
four days, 450 delegates from 30 countries - including more than
100 young adults - filled the World Union's Jerusalem campus
with ideas, discussions, and prayers that build our movement,
nurture rabbinic and congregational leadership, and inspire the
next generation.

Around the world, we continue to advance and expand our
impact, providing frameworks for meaningful Reform Jewish life
wherever Jews choose to live. During 2017, we began a multi-
year effort to expand and reenergize our youth, young adult, and
camping programs.

When we come together to share and pray, from the smallest
community to the largest, the strength of our voices is powerful.

We thank you for your support and partnership in this sacred
work.

L'SHALOM,
S = AR

Carole Sterling Rabbi Daniel Freelander
Chair President



OPENING
THE DOORS
10 JUDAISM

In May 2017, Russian-born Rabbi Alona Lisitsa presented ten
conversion candidates from Spain and Portugal to the European
Beit Din in London. The first female Reform Rabbi in Israel to be
appointed to a religious council, Rabbi Lisitsa's comprehensive
conversion course, which includes on-site meetings and counsel,
has been attracting individuals interested in Judaism since its
launch in May 2014. To date, 25 candidates, including children,
have successfully converted and become active members of
growing congregations in the Iberian Peninsula.

On that same Shabbat morning in May, one of the newly
converted families, Yael and her two children, Moshe and Miriam
celebrated their Bar and Bat Mitzvahs at London’s congregation
Shir Hayim. Warmly welcomed by the congregation, this was

the second time Shir Hayim opened its doors to Rabbi Lisitsa's
students after the Beit Din. During the service, the other converts
were publicly acknowledged, embraced as members of the
people of Israel, and called to the Torah to be blessed.

‘| cannot think of a more moving and meaningful ending for
the long and challenging process of return and conversion for
these candidates. This is a moment when Jews from different
geographic and cultural contexts are united in prayer, in Torah,
and in peoplehood” Rabbi Lisitsa reflected.

With the backing of the European Union for Progressive Judaism
(EUPJ), Rabbi Lisitsa is helping to revitalize an inclusive and
welcoming Judaism across the Iberian Peninsula after more than
500 years of dormancy. As a result of her work, Congregation
Ohel Yaakov, in Lisbon, joined the EUPJ in 2016, and a new
Reform congregation, Bnei Sefarad, in Valencia was established.

In Jerusalem in May 2017, during the
A World Union’s biennial conference
CONNECTIONS, over 400 participants
celebrated the adult Bat Mitzvahs of
13 women from South America at the
Kotel. After reading the Torah at the egalitarian
section of the Kotel, we moved peacefully to
complete the service at the main plaza.




Over the course of 2017, more than
100 Reform Jewish leaders and
educators attended our Center
for Leadership Development and
Education seminars, exploring new
paradigms of Judaism.
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SOWING THE
SEEDS OF

NATIVE
RABBINIC

LEADERSHIP

In August 2017, the World Union and its partner region in Latin
America, Union for Reform Judaism (URJ-AmLat), launched

the Iberoamerican Institute for Reform Rabbinical Education

in Buenos Aires to recruit and train rabbis and educators for
Spanish- and Portuguese-speaking Reform congregations. As the
first school of its kind in the region, the Iberoamerican Institute
lays vital groundwork for the growth of Reform Judaism across
Latin America.

Twenty rabbinical candidates from Argentina, Chile, Columbia,
Brazil, and Spain have enrolled in the joint program between
URJ-AmLat, Fundacion Judaica - the Argentine network

of Jewish institutions, and Mishkan - the Center of Jewish
Spirituality. Its curriculum incorporates Jewish text study with
leadership training to build vibrant Jewish communities that
respond to regional issues.

“Training native rabbis in their own communities is an important
step for the Reform world,” said Carole Sterling, Chair of the
World Union. “The Iberoamerican Institute will play a significant
role in the region as we take action to meet the growing needs of
our communities.”

Around the world, a total of over 100 students were enrolled in
our rabbinic schools at the Institute for Modern Jewish Studies
in Moscow, the Iberoamerican Institute for Reform Rabbinical
Education in Argentina, Geiger College in Germany, Hebrew
Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion in the US and Israel,
and Leo Baeck College in the UK.



TAKING THEIR SEAT
AT THE TABLE

As a Roswell Klal Yisrael Fellow in 2016-17, Lily Jendroska
spent the year networking with other young adult leaders,
training in Jewish communal leadership, and developing a
project for young adult engagement in her home country of
Germany.

When she arrived in Jerusalem as a young adult delegate at
the World Union's biennial CONNECTIONS conference in May,
Lily met with more than 100 other young adults from our young
adult movement, Tamar, including Jodie Friedman, a young
adult delegate from the United States. Having grown up in the
movement and now a college graduate, Jodie was interested

in working as a Jewish professional. Each of these two young

leaders represents the best and brightest of our next generation,

poised to make their mark on the Reform movement in the
coming years.

In October of 2017, Lily accompanied 15 madrichim (counselors)
from Netzer Germany on their first, week-long tour of Israel.
“This trip gave them a different experience of Israel, of Zionism,
and of Reform Judaism that is critical to their work in Netzer
Germany.”

In December 2017, the World Union sent more than 40 young
adult delegates, including Lily and Jodie, to the URJ Biennial
in Boston, Massachusetts, to ensure that the voices of the next
generation of our movement are heard.

During the summer of 2017,
21 Netzer summer camps, outside
of North America, hosted more than
2,800 campers and over 640 young
adult counselors.




FINANCIAL

HIGHLIGHTS

Zionist Institutions

(World Zionist Organization,
10% Jewish Agency for Israel,

Keren Kayemeth Lelsrael -

Jewish National Fund)

Donations
(o)
41% & Grants

TOTAL INCOME
$8,476,000

Beit Shmuel Guest House &

0 9%, Program Income
% Conference Center 18% g

31

INCOME 2017

Emerging
4% Congregations
& Regions

Leadership Training
o
3% and Education

Rabbinic Salaries &
11% Capital Expansion
Needs in Israel
1%
Management 15%
& General Former Soviet
Administration Union Programs

TOTAL EXPENSES
$8,605,000

39 Beit Shmuel Guest House &
0 Conference Center

3 5% Fundraising

EXPENSES 2017




VALUED

SUPPORTERS
$50,000+

Nani and Austin Beutel

Jacob and Hilda Blaustein
Foundation

Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation

Congregation Emanu-El of the
City of New York, NY

Albert B. Glickman Family
Foundation

Rabbi Elaine Glickman and Rabbi
Brenner Glickman

Betty Golomb*

Jewish Federation of
Greater Atlanta

Roslyn and John Kennedy

Sue and James Klau*

The Posner Foundation of Pittsburgh
Elizabeth and Arthur Roswell*
Jillian Segal and John Roth
Carole and Jay Sterling

Alvin and Fanny B.
Thalheimer Foundation

Estate of Margit Vadasz

$10,000-$49,999

Anne and Emery Angles

The Associated: Jewish
Community Federation
of Baltimore

Ina and Steven Bauman*
Tony Berg

Dee and Leslie Bergman
Marion and Stanley Bergman
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Andrea and Philip Bliss
Vivien and Philip Brass
Barbara and Mark Brookner
Ruth and Harvey Cohen*

Congregation Beth Am,
Los Altos Hills, CA

Gerard Daniel, Miriam Daniel,
and Laurence Wolff

Isabel Dunst
Congregation Emanu EL, Houston, TX
Anne and Alan Faiman

Moses Feldman Family
Foundation

Susan and Moses Feldman
Elisabeth Frank

Rabbi Elyse Frishman
and Rabbi Daniel Freelander*

Susanne and Ronald Freeman
Nancy and Dennis Gilbert

Maxine Granovsky and Ira Gluskin
Robert G. Gutenstein (z'l)

Jewish United Fund
of Metropolitan Chicago

JKMS Williams Family Foundation
Garry Kam

David Kobritz

Nanna and Gus Lehrer

Diane F. Marcus*

Robert Meyer

Rabbi Amy and Gary Perlin

Louise Thurgood-Phillips
and Justin Phillips

Estate of Michael Rankin (z"l)
George Revay

Rosenthal Charitable Lead Trust
Edith and Peter Ryba

The Schulich Foundation
Sandra and L. Tadd Schwab
Morris Shapiro Revocable Trust

Deane and Paul Shatz
Edith Sheldon

Morris and Rae Spivak Family
Foundation

Ruth and Steven Stux
Rabbi Lisa and Eran Tzur
Susanne and Isaac Wakil
Dolores K. Wilkenfeld*
Karen and Frank Wolf
Women of Reform Judaism

$5,000-$9,999

Deborah and Eric Beutel

Mary and Arnold Bram

Dora Lucia Brenner

Elizabeth and James Breslauer
Irma and Benjamin Breslauer
Central Synagogue, New York, NY
Linda and James Cherney

Joan and Ron Cohen*

Marlis Cohen

Congregation Beth Israel,
Houston, TX

Congregation Rodeph Sholom,
New York, NY

Lady Anna Cowan AM

Rochelle Cyprus

Katalin and Alexander Dembitz
Lois H. England (z"1)

European Union for
Progressive Judaism

Barbara and Stephen Friedman
Family Foundation

Stephanie Garry and Arthur Tatge
Generations Fund - Audrey Morris
Cherie and Fred Half*

Sharene and Sam Hambur

Daryl Messinger and James Heeger

Jewish Federation of
Greater Houston

Saranne and Livingston Kosberg
Lynn Magid Lazar and Dale Lazar
Selena Freese and Brad Levitt
Mary and Harry H. Levy

Reuven Marko

Marstine Family Foundation
Lenore and Daniel Mass*
Naomi and Peter McKeown

Sue and Roger Mendelson
Laura and Stephen Olson
Kimberley and Michael Orner
Nicole Phillips and Michael Rich
Sybil and Ralph Pliner

Gloria and Joseph Pryzant
Beverly and Les Rothschild
Susan and Charlie Rothschild*
Wendy and Kenneth Ruby
Deborah and Stephen Scholem
Judy and Gordon Smith*

Nancy and David Solomon

B.J. Tanenbaum

Jane E. Taves

Dorothy and G. Leonard

Teitelbaum

Serena Brooks and Lewis
Wilkenfeld

Shelley and Marc Willner
Terry Woskow

Linda and Richard Zoll*

$1,000-$4,999

Abraham Geiger Kolleg

Aecon Group Inc.

Joan and Stanford Alexander
Peter Allen and Ching Jet Heng
Ayelet Tours, Ltd.

Bruria Barish
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Joan Garson and David P. Baskin
Jennifer and Stéphane Beder
Karen and Rabbi Peter Berg
Sara and Paul |. Bergman

Beth El Hebrew Congregation,
Alexandria, VA

Rabbi Barry Block

Merle and Stephen Brenner
Rabbi Angela W. Buchdahl
Elaine and Peter Buchsbaum*
Sara and Richard Charney

Jewish Federation of Collier
County

Community Synagogue of
Port Washington, NY
Congregation Beth Emeth,
Wilmington, DE
Congregation B'Nai Israel,
Galveston, TX

Caren and David Cowan

Cantor Mia F. and
Rabbi Joshua M. Davidson

Phyllis Dorey

Dr. Israel Edelstein-Edith Putnam
Edelstein Charity Fund

Paula and Don Edelstein

Rabbi Amy B. Ehrlich and
Joseph J. Fins

Rabbi Sarah J. Messinger and
Rabbi Jeffrey Eisenstat

Amanda K. and Rabbi Dennis
Eisner

Leroy Fadem
Rabbi Marla J. Feldman
Maryann Fenster

Rabbi Karen Fox and
Michael Rosen

Frances Sweeney and
Francis Fraenkel

Rabbi Michael S. Friedman
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Jane and Donald Friend
Fundacion Filantrépica Fidanque
Karen and Todd Galinko

Kathy T. and Rabbi David J.
Gelfand

Barbara and Rabbi James A.
Gibson

Sharon and Gary Glick
Goldberg Family Foundation
Martha and Fred Goldner
Paul Growald

Sonja Guentner Ginzel
Diane and Mark Halperin

Hebrew Union College -
Jewish Institute of Religion

Amy and Robert Heller

Jemma and Rabbi Jordan
Helfman

Lindie and Kenneth Henderson
Randall Herzstein
Ronne and Donald Hess

Holy Blossom Temple, Toronto,
Canada

Samita Jacobs

Irene N. Rosenzweig and
Rabbi Howard L. Jaffe

Carol Lewitt and Bruce Josephy
Vanesa and Enrique Jurkowski
Andrew Keene

Patrick Kiblisky

Elayne C. and Stephen A. Kollins
Robin Kosberg

Miriam and Stephen Kramer

Robin and Rabbi Clifford M.
Kulwin

Audrey and Michael Laufer
Jacob Lazare

Linda Shatz Levenson
and Alan Levenson

Aimee and Rabbi Dan E. Levin

Velva G. Levine

Nat and Jill Levy Fund

Phyllis and Michael Levy

Barbara and Barry Lewis

Lillian Kaiser Lewis Foundation
Seymour Lipton

Deborah and Rabbi Alan E. Litwak
Jane and Rabbi Alan D. Londy
Anita and Edward Marks

Blair and Joe Marks

Arnold E. Messner

Margaret Miller

Rabbi Bennett F. Miller

Rebecca and Benjamin P. Miller
Mishkenot Ruth Daniel Residence
Alicia Felton and Sherrill Neff
Jane Oppenheim

Lisa Messinger and Rabbi Aaron
Panken

Peninsula Temple Beth EL,

San Mateo, CA

Elise Bear and William D. Pollak
Family Charitable Foundation

Jo-Ann and Michael Price

Lila Rauch

Lynn and Michael Reichgott
Kerry and Rabbi Peter Rubinstein
Barbara and Victor Samuels
Marc and Tracy Schwimmer
Edward Septimus

Marc Shewel

* WURJ Legacy Society

Sandra and Charles Simon
Pat and Pekka Sinervo
Margery and Jerome Somers
Jessica and John E. Sorkin

Rabbi Nancy Kasten and
Rabbi David E. Stern

Rabbi Audrey C. Pollack-Subeck
and Phil Subeck

Linda Susman
Temple Beth-EL, Hillsborough, NJ
Temple Sinai, Toronto, Canada

Shirley and David Toomim Family
Foundation

Miriam and Itche Vasserman
Linda and Larry Vogel

Judith and Saul Wasserman
Weidhorn Family Foundation, Inc.
Melody and Jerry Weintraub
Carol and Michael S. Wilk

Linda and James Wimmer
Women of Reform Judaism SW
District

Karen F. and Rabbi Michael Zedek

Rabbi Irwin A. Zeplowitz

Other Donors

We are deeply grateful to

the hundreds of others who
supported the World Union in
2017.

The World Union for Progressive Judaism expresses its
profound appreciation to the individuals, foundations,

and organizations whose gifts in 2017 made possible the
achievements described in this report. We have made every
effort to ensure the accuracy of our listings. Please notify us
of any inaccuracies or omissions.
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LEADERSHIP 2017

WUPJ EXECUTIVE BOARD
MANAGEMENT COMMMITTEE

Carole Sterling, Chair, Canada

Stéphane Beder, Senior Vice Chair, France

James Cherney, Ex Officio

Phyllis Dorey, Vice Chair, Australia/ Israel

Sonja Guentner, Vice Chair, Germany

Martin Jannol, Of Counsel

Lynn Magid Lazar, Vice Chair, USA

David Robinson, Vice Chair Finance, New Zealand

Charlie Rothschild, Secretary, USA
Yaron Shavit, Vice Chair, Israel

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS

Rabbi Nathan Alfred, Singapore
Professor Fuad Aleskerov, Russia

Steven M. Bauman, USA*
Austin Beutel, Canada*

Nani Beutel, Canada*

Philip Bliss, Australia*

Dora Lucia Brenner, Brazil
Stephen Breslauer, USA*
Graham Carpenter, UK

Ruth Cohen, Israel*

Gerard Daniel, USA*

Alex Dembitz, Switzerland
Paula Edelstein, Israel

Betty Golomb, USA*

Raul Gottlieb, Brazil**
Michael Grabiner, UK***
Sharene Hambur, Australia
Rabbi Jordan Helfman, Canada
Rabbi Richard Hirsch, Israel*

Rabbi Walter Homolka, Germany***

Enrigue Jurkowski, Argentina

Rabbi Deborah Kahn-Harris, UK***

Andrew Keene, USA

Miriam Kramer, UK**
Gilbert Lederman, Belgium
Yair Lootsteen, Israel

Steve Lurie, South Africa**
Reuven Marko, Israel**
Roger Mendelson, Australia**
Daryl Messinger, USA**
Anne M. Molloy, USA

Rabbi Lea Muhlstein, UK
Rabbi Aaron Panken, USA***
Arthur Roswell, USA*
Elizabeth Roswell, USA*

Les Rothschild, Canada

L. Tadd Schwab, USA

B.J. Tanenbaum, USA*
Gordon Smith, UK**

Monica Solomon, South Africa**

Jane E. Taves, USA
Linda Thorn, South Africa
Dolores Wilkenfeld, USA*
Igor Zinkov, Russia

*Honorary Life Member **Regional Chair/ President ***Ex Officio
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NORTH AMERICAN ADVISORY BOARD

Co-Chairs:
Charlie Rothschild
Jane E. Taves

Tom Abelson
Mark Anshan
Steven M. Bauman
Austin Beutel

Nani Beutel

Merle Brenner
Stephen Brenner
David Breslauer
Stephen Breslauer
Leslie Brier

Peter Buchsbaum
Hope Chernak
James Cherney
Joan Cohen

Ron Cohen

Gerard Daniel
Miriam Daniel
|sabel Dunst
Stephanie Garry
Rabbi David J. Gelfand
Jay Gellman

Dennis Gilbert

Betty Golomb

Rabbi Paul Golomb
Andrew Goodman
Rabbi Daniel Gottlieb
Rabbi Roberto Graetz
Cherie Half

Fred Half

James Heeger

Rabbi Jordan Helfman
Lindie Henderson
Andrew Keene
James Klau

Michael Laufer

Lynn Magid Lazar
Linda Shatz Levenson
Ina Rae Levy

Phyllis Levy

Diane Marcus

Blair Marks

Lenore Mass

Anne Molloy

Laura Olson

Stephen Olson

Jane Oppenheim

Mark Pelavin
Arthur Roswell
Elizabeth Roswell
Les Rothschild

L. Tadd Schwab
Sandra Schwab
Rabbi Barton Shallat
Jane Shallat

Carl Silverman
Nancy Solomon
John Sorkin
Carole Sterling
B.J. Tanenbaum

G. Leonard Teitelbaum
Larry Vogel

Linda Vogel

Joan Wachstein
Helene Waranch
Dolores Wilkenfeld
Marc Willner
Shelley Willner
Marilyn Yentis
Paul Yentis

Linda Zoll

WUPJ PROFESSIONAL STAFF

Rabbi Daniel Freelander, President

Eyal Ronder, Vice President of Operations

Danny Jaffe, Chief Financial Officer

Naomi Smook, Director of Advancement

Rabbi Steve Burnstein, Head of the Center for Leadership and Education

Dr. Alex Kagan, Head of Global Strategic Planning & Rector of the Institute
for Modern Jewish Studies in Moscow

Rita Fruman, Directar of Programs & Operations in the Former Soviet Union

Lior Argaman, Director of Youth & Young Adult Engagement

Boaz Ben Chayim, General Manager of Beit Shmuel

Ziva Haller Rubenstein, Director of Marketing & Communications
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NORTH AMERICAN RABBINIC CIRCLE

Jeffrey Ableser
Joel N. Abraham
Melanie Aron
Henry Bamberger
Eliot J. Baskin
Haim Beliak
Peter S. Berg
Jonathan Biatch
Amy B. Bigman
Barry Block
Adena Blum
Angela Buchdahl
Daniel Burkeman
Jordan D. Cohen
Allison Cohen
Mark Cohn
Joshua M. Davidson
Ellen Dreyfus
Joshua Edelman
Amy B. Ehrlich
Jeffrey Eisenstat
Michael Eisenstat
Dennis Eisner
Michael Farbman
Marla Feldman
Steven Fink
Karen L. Fox
Steven Fox
Michael Friedman
Elyse Frishman*
Steven Garten
David J. Gelfand
James Gibson
George Gittleman
Brenner Glickman*

Elaine Glickman*
Arnold Gluck
Edwin Goldberg
Paul Golomb
Daniel Gottlieb
Bruce Greenbaum
Eric Gurvis
Sheldon Harr
Oren Hayon
Jordan Helfman
Howard L. Jaffe
Bruce Kahn
Nancy Kasten
Jan D. Katzew
Marc Kline
Clifford Kulwin
Dan E. Levin
Robert N. Levine
Alan E. Litwak
Joshua Lobel
Robert Loewy
Alan D. Londy

M. Bruce Lustig
David Lyon
Paula Marcus
Janet R. Marder*
Bonnie Margulis
Simeon Maslin
Sarah J. Messinger
David Meyer
Shira Milgrom
Bennett Miller
Jonathan Miller
Mara Nathan
Amy Perlin*

Rex Perlmeter
Mark Perman
Audrey Pollack-Subeck
Ferenc Raj
Richard Rheins
Debra Robbins
John L. Rosove
Peter J. Rubinstein
David Saperstein
Dennis Sasso
Peter Schaktman
Ronald Segal
Ronald Shapiro
Michal Shekel
Jim Simon
Jonathan Singer
Elizabeth Singer
Adam Spilker
Yael Splansky
David E. Stern*
Michael Stroh
Lennard Thal
Rachel Timoner
Lisa Tzur*
Michael Weinberg
Michael White
Stephen Wise
Mary Zamore
Michael Zedek*
Irwin Zeplowitz*
Henry Zoob
Gersh Zylberman

*Member of Rabbinic
Cabinet

The World Union thanks Dale Lazar for the many wonderful photographs featured in this report.
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A LEGACY

OF COURAGE AND COMMUNITY
MARGIT VADAS/

After the Holocaust, Margit Vadasz and her teenage son, Peter,
left Hungary for Australia. Like so many other survivors, Margit
arrived in Sydney with a small suitcase and a determination to

survive.

Margit made clothes on her ancient sewing machine, working
day and night while caring for Peter who suffered from
schizophrenia.

Eventually, Margit opened a clothing store, purchased the
building, and moved into a small flat above the store. With the
help of a fellow congregant at North Shore Temple Emanuel,
Margit began to build a real estate investment portfolio.

Business genius, devoted mother, and dedicated to her local
Jewish community, Margit honored the memory of the victims of
the Holocaust by supporting Israel and Jewish causes.

Margit bequeathed a large part of her estate to the Progressive
Community in Australia via the United Israel Appeal. In 2017, the
World Union became a significant beneficiary of Margit's estate.

CREATE YOUR LEGACY
TO THE WORLD UNION

Margit's generous bequest demonstrated her deep commitment
to the Jewish community and the values she held dear.

Through your will or other estate plan, you can name WUPJ as a
beneficiary of your estate. The lasting impact of this gift will allow
us to continue our important work for years to come.

To leave your legacy, visit wupj.org/donate or email us at
wupj@wupj.org.



ISRAEL

WORLD
'l;:g?;mﬁ“ 6 Eliyahu Shama St.
eyt Jerusalem, 9410806

+972-2-6303447
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CONTACT US B
) ird Ave, 7" floor
WWW.WUPJ.org New York, NY 10017

212-452-6530
wupj@wupj.org

L0 Travelling and want to visit our communities’?
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O] Download the FIND A COMMMUNITY app today!



